A full bibliography follows each chapter, and apart from a comprehensive and accurate subject index there is an index of personal names, including the names of the authors mentioned in the references. This is an invaluable asset which of itself justifies describing it as a book of reference, as well as a thoroughly readable textbook.
Apart from the esoteric chapters already mentioned, and the chapters describing the classical rheumatic syndromes, there is an interesting account of the history of rheumatology written by Dr Copeman, a section on the nomenclature and classification of the rheumatic diseases, together with an appendix listing the diagnostic criteria proposed by the American Rheumatism Association. Professor Bradford Hill contributes an important chapter on the techniques and interpretation of clinical trials in chronic and remitting diseases with especial reference to the rheumatic diseases. A notable omission in this edition is the chapter on radiotherapy originally contributed by Sir Brian Windeyer. This reflects the author's views on the diminishing and ill-defined role of this form of treatment in the rheumatic disease.
In effect there is 'something for everybody' in this textbook. The presentation and illustrations are of a very high quality, the text has been carefully edited so that there are few repetitions, and apart from some unfortunate mis-spellings your reviewer has searched in vain for a target for his critical faculties.
Despite its high cost it is good value and its status as the standard textbook of rheumatology in this country is unlikely to be challenged in the foreseeable future. JOHN London: Heinemann 1963 This is an excellent book. In the preface the author states that the publishers wished to produce a 'portable as well as a readable book' and this has been done with distinction, the whole field of this expanding subject being covered in a short space. In some degree this is a Birmingham book, and it is not surprising to find that the chapter on steatorrhcea is the longest and the best. The chapters on 'Various gastroenterological problems' and 'Gastrointestinal involvement in some systemic diseases' are full of information as well as those on commoner subjects. Perhaps the treatment of 'The cardia and hiatus hernia' is not as clear as the rest. There is an admirable collection of appendices on new techniques which have reached 'practical and routine use', such as jejunal biopsy, the augmented histamine meal, and the estimation of blood loss with 51Cr. There is an excellent bibliography which demonstrates the large contribution British workers (especially the Birmingham school) have made in this field.
The style is clear and enlivened with flashes of humour such as 'examination by barium, euphemistically called a meal'.
To criticize details is to quibble but it is puzzling to be told of Crohn's disease on page 255 that 'it is disappointing that there are no specific features in the histology', and on page 264 'the histology is the only specific feature'. The arrangement of headings is confusing and needs revision in the further editions which will be demanded.
T D KELLOCK Savill's System of Clinical Medicine edited by E C Warner MD FRCP 14th ed pp xxiv + 1498 illustrated £510s London: Edward Arnold 1964 Textbooks grow old, and eventually become useless in spite of infusion of new material. This is because the assumptions underlying the plan, and implicit in the detailed arrangement, of the book deviate progressively from current thought. Dr Savill planned this book in 1909 in a manner designed to keep the student's thought close to that of a practising consultant. This led, for example, to a description of the treatment of each symptom before any discussion of the mechanism of its production. This idiosyncratic structure has been preserved in subsequent editions, and however successful it may originally have been in keeping the student's feet on the ground, its present influence is deplorable. The book is to be criticized not so much for omissions or errors of factalthough it has its share of theseas for a subtle and continuous distortion of emphasis. Convincing illustration of this would require quotation too lengthy to be included in this review, but it is scarcely surprising that an approach to medicine considered appropriate to a student of half a century ago should now be unhelpful.
The production of a new edition of this venerable work must be considered an injudicious attempt at resuscitation.
A C DORNHORST
An Outline of Pulmonary Function and Pulmonary Emphysema by Eugene Rosenman MD pp xii+137 $6.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1964 According to the preface this book is designed to introduce 'a complicated subject . . . to students and clinicians'. The title really reveals the nature of its contents. As an 'outline', it will appeal to those students who like their learning presented as a catalogue of statements, for that is its general form. The rest of the title seems to imply that pulmonary function and pulmonary emphysema are comparable entities. The reader will look in vain for any definition of the use of the word emphysema or for modem views of pathologists about it; and he may well conclude, after reading the book, that the term emphysema covers any disease which causes chronic functional abnormality of the lungs.
Both the material presented, and the references, are mostly American work. Simple and valuable procedures, such as measurement of the arterial carbon dioxide tension by re-breathing and many other similar procedures commonly used on this side of the Atlantic, are ignored. A large section of the treatment of 'emphysema' is devoted to the use of intermittent positive pressure breathing, its advantages being listed as a series of uncritical statements with no mention of the contrary experimental evidence.
The book is divided into three parts: pulmonary function and function tests, pulmonary emphysema and syllabus. The last is a repetition of the first two, as a summary of the summary. The editors have clearly driven their team of expert contributors with a loose rein. The result is an infinite variety of almost Cleopatrian dimensions. Some of the contributors ride their hobby-horses with glee, others show that hypersensitivity to criticism which still characterizes some of the specialties, whilst others again glory in the antiquity of their specialty.
Equally intriguing is the varying amount of space different contributors occupy. Thus, Professor Chester Jones deals with Internal Medicine in six pages, whereas Professor John Romano spreads himself to thirty-two pages in his chapter on Psychiatry. Incidentally, it is interesting to note that Professor Romano looks 'with misgiving on those who search for the stereotype candidate' and questions 'the validity of current probability tests, such as medical vocational aptitude scales'.
To select always tends to be invidious, but there can be little doubt that the outstanding contribution is Professor Englebert Dunphy's chapter on Surgery with its apt quotations from Sir Heneage Ogilvie's brilliant writings on the subject. It is closely followed in quality and attractiveness by Professor William Bean's characteristically 'human' summing-up Scientific workers of the Medical Research Council have played a major part in recent advances concerning the role of chromosomal abnormalities in disease. It is fitting therefore that some aspects of this activity should be publishedin an MRC Special Report. The volume deals only with sex chromosome abnormalities, which is the best documented aspect of this new branch of medical science.
Brief accounts are given of the techniques and general principles of chromosomal studies in man in both normal and abnormal subjects. The next section describes the major disease groups associated with abnormality of the sex chromosome. These are Klinefelter's syndrome and its variants (phenotypic males), Turner's syndrome and its variants (phenotypic females) and true hermaphrodites. The authors make it clear that the eponyms in use have already outlived their utility.
These sections of the report constitute the best and most up-to-date short account of this group of disorders which is available. They are followed by case reports taken from the 266 patients notified to the registry of abnormal karyotypes set up by the MRC's Clinical Effects of Radiation Research Unit. These are published in the hope that the detailed information they contain will be useful to workers in the field of human cytogenetics.
W G SPECTOR
The Psychological Aspects of Diabetes by Harold Geist PhD ppx+81 $4.75
Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1964
The subtitle of this small book is 'How to Live in Emotional Balance with Diabetes' and, although one cannot agree with the author's statement that the emotional concomitants of diabetes are just being realized, there is a place for a concise and unbiased account of this aspect of the disease. In a short chapter on the psychological aspects of diabetes the author refers to the views of Daniels, Menninger and Hinkle on the etiological and other roles attributable to various mental and
